MILFORD The History of the Hopping Mill Meadow area
Welcome to Milford, part of the Derwent Valley
Mills World Heritage Site. This board is one
of a series which describe features of interest
in this internationally important landscape.
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The natural features to the north of this site allowed a head of water to
collect, providing an ideal location for harnessing water power. The site
has been in industrial use for centuries. In 1607 it was the location of an
iron forge which became a corn mill 30 years later. In 1640 it was sold
to the Fourth Earl of Devonshire by Charles I. It was adjacent to the
land known as Hopping Mill Meadow, which was owned by the Jodrell
family who had become Lords of the Manor in the 17th century.

The World Heritage Site occupies a 15-mile
stretch of the Derwent Valley between Matlock
Bath and Derby. The maps on the far right of the
board will help you to get your bearings.

This map shows the
full extent of the
Derwent Valley Mills
World Heritage Site –
from Matlock Bath in
the north to Derby
in the south

Fulling was one of the final stages in the manufacture of woollen cloth.
Large water-powered hammers called fulling stocks pounded the
woven fabric in urine and fuller’s earth, a clay-like substance, to knit
the fibres together. The stocks were normally driven via a cam-shaft
attached to the mill’s water wheel.

There are many other places to visit along
the Valley, either within or further afield.

Between the two mills was a goit, an artificial water channel taking
water from the River Derwent at Hopping Mill Weir at the north of the
site, down to the mill at the bottom of Foundry Lane. The waterwheels
on the goit powered the mills.

Your nearest visitor information point is the Derwent
Valley Visitor Centre in Strutt’s North Mill, Belper.

Painting of the original Hopping Mill Weir in 1744 by Thomas Smith.

The Forge, Corn and Fulling Mills
In 1781 industrialist Jedidiah Strutt purchased the meadow for £700. The fulling and dying mill
was demolished and two three-storied gritstone houses erected. In 1799 the lower weir at
Foundry Lane was widened to create the present massive semi-circular structure. In 1818 the
Duke of Devonshire sold his land to the Strutt Company. The corn mill was removed after this
purchase and a new one erected at Makeney to the south of this site. The company now had
complete control of the water power at this point of the river. In the 1820s the upper weir
and islands were removed from the river completely.

The Early Iron Foundry
Work began on the foundry immediately after the purchase of the Duke of
Devonshire’s land in 1819. Typical foundry structures of this period would include
furnaces and powered bellows for the melting of cast iron, feeder channels
from the furnaces, stone- or brick-lined casting pits, machines and cranes for
lifting ladles, coking ovens, pattern shops and drying stoves for moulds.

The Gas Works
The Strutts built a gas works here in1822. A 13 metre diameter gas holder was supplied
by Isaac Norton of West Bromwich. Pipes carried gas to mills in Milford and Belper.
Until the late 19th century, the main streets in the immediate area were also lit with
gas supplied from the works.

PLACES TO VISIT:
1 Masson Mills
2 Cromford VILLAGE
3 Willersley Castle
4 Cromford Mill
5 St. Mary’s Church
		 (CROMFORD)
6 Cromford Canal
7 High peak Junction Workshops
8 Leawood Pumphouse
9 John Smedley’s Mill
10 Belper River Gardens
11 strutt’s North Mill, belper
		 (Derwent Valley Visitor Centre)
12 Belper TOWN
13 Milford VILLAGE
14 Darley Abbey VILLAGE
15 Darley Park
16	the Silk Mill, derby’s
		Museum of industry and 		
History

The gas works would have contained a retort house where the gas was produced,
purification plant where the gas was cleansed, and a holder to store the gas. Other
buildings were used to monitor production and regulate mains pressure and there
would also have been coal stores, iron oxide sheds, offices and workshops.

The original weir
(now gone)

The Milford Gasworks was closed by the Strutts in the early 20th century, after which the
village was supplied with gas from Belper. The gas holder was demolished in about 1910.
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The Modern Foundry
The foundry continued to expand taking in the area of the former gas works and the rest
er
of the meadow.
De From 1934 the site was operated by the Derwent Foundry Company.
rw still provided power at this site; this was only removed in the 1960s.
A water wheel
ent
From the 1950s onwards
the site underwent massive expansion and modernisation.
Weir Heating as Glow-Worm Ltd, until its closure in 2003.
The site was occupied by Hepworth

The present weir

MILFORD

key:
nel

School
Riv

er

De
rw
MILFORD ent

er

Riv

Corn mill

Board B
Weir

Weirs

De
rw
ent

Weir

Milford
House

De
rw

School

Tower

MILFORD

De

School

Board B

Tower

MILFORD

Weirs

Milford
MAKENEY
A photograph of the Glow-Worm Foundry, probably
taken in the 1950s,
showing
House
some early and later foundry buildings. The tall structure with smoke billowing from
it has a pair of cupola furnaces (Image courtesy of Belper Historical Society).
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Hall Hotel
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1799 plan showing the original Hopping Mill Weir (top), the sites of the
mills and later houses (centre) and lower weir (bottom).

‘Strutt-built houses built in 1907 (right) still survive on this site. The houses in the centre (also built
by the Strutts) date back to the 18th century. The office block still surviving on this site was built
c.1955 and can be seen on the far left. The foundry site clearly shows the density of the industrial
sheds. (Image courtesy of T Walmsley).
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This 1893 estate plan shows the developing site of the Iron Foundry and Gas Works.
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