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Local Archive
Recently a member of the Milford and Makeney 
Community Group was sorting through some old 
files when he came across around thirty editions of 
‘Treacle City News’, all of which were published in 
the 1980s.  A number of readers will remember this 
publication as the local community newsletter which 
was typewritten, with hand-drawn illustrations.  As 
it seemed wrong to recycle these, he suggested to 
M&MCG that it might be good to have them stored 
somewhere in Milford so local people and those 
researching local history could access them easily.  It 
also seemed likely that other residents would like to 
do the same thing with their own village 
memorabilia, such as old documents, newspaper 
cuttings and old photographs.  An ideal building to 
keep them in would seem to be Milford Social Club.  
Andy Burke, secretary of the club, has given his 
blessing on this, as have residents who attended 
Milford and Makeney Community Group’s recent 
AGM.  We would like to house the collection of items 
in a suitable cabinet of some sort, preferably with a 
lock on it to restrict access for those with a genuine 
general interest or doing local research.   If you own a 
cabinet that you think may do the job, have no further 
use for and which you would like to donate, please 
email craigscott194@btinternet.com

Craig Scott

Get Involved!
My partner and I moved to Milford just before 
Christmas. Although we’d not come too far (from 
Staffordshire), and were quite familiar with this area 
from weekend walks, we really wanted to become 
part of our new community. Joining the Milford and 
Makeney Community Group has been a great way 
to get involved with village life and to start to get to 
know people. I was impressed to hear about the local 
initiatives and events the group organises and am 
enjoying finding ways that I can contribute to their 
overall goal of acting as a voice for the villages and 
supporting any activities which enhance village life. 
We’re happy to welcome new members so, if you’re 
interested in getting involved, please contact us at 
mandmcg@hotmail.co.uk, through our Facebook 
page (search for Milford & Makeney Community 
Group) or by calling Jeni Mobbs on 07970 535797.

Annie Turnbull

The Mayor’s Charity Motorcycle Race
As the recently-elected 
Mayor of Belper, I have 
chosen to help raise 
funds for the Drop Inn on 
Derwent Street. A 
registered charity, The 
Drop Inn is an 
independent centre for 
youth run by youth. They 
offer positive activities 
and support for any 
young person aged 
12-19 in and around the 
Belper and Milford area. 

The Drop Inn specifically but not exclusively aims 
to help young people who may be underachieving 
academically, excluded or at risk of exclusion from 
education, they may be drawn to anti-social 
behaviour or alcohol/substance misuse. Many of 
our young members are low in self-confidence. The 
Drop Inn promotes respect, improved self-image and 
improved employment opportunities.

As part of my fundraising efforts, I am appealing for 
sponsors and 
donations for me to 
complete a 
session on Mallory 
race track on 13 July 
at the VMCC 
Festival of 1000 
Bikes. I will be 
riding a CCM r30s, 
a British built 650cc. 
Please consider 
adding your support 
for the Drop Inn to help young people in our area.

To donate any amount online go to 
www.thedropinn.org and click the DONATE button 
at the bottom of the welcome page, OR add your 
details to a sponsorship form in Milford Shop or St 
John’s Chapel, Belper, or contact me on 01773 
820102 or 07737 699584 or at 6 Derwent Avenue, 
Milford, Derbyshire, DE56 0RB.

Deborah Biss
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Milford’s Old Red Telephone Kiosk 
It’s been some time since we last reported progress 
on the restoration of Milford’s iconic K6 telephone 
kiosk and its conversion into a public information 
point.  The reason for this is that although everything 
was in place to start work on the kiosk last autumn, 
because the box is sited on Amber Valley Borough 
Council land, they required a licence agreement 
signing.  The agreement included a statement that 
the Milford and Makeney Community Group would 
provide public indemnity insurance of up to £2m.
As the group doesn’t have this type of insurance 
cover or the finances to obtain one, we were unable 

to proceed.

More recently, however, the good news 
is that Belper Town Council has agreed 
to ‘adopt’ the box from BT and sign 
AVBC’s licence agreement, meeting 
the insurance requirement under the 
council’s own insurance policy. Our 
heartfelt thanks go to Belper Town 
Council and its councillors, 

particularly Councillors Deborah Biss 
and Jim Anderson who fully backed 

the scheme and supported the motion to 
adopt.

If you would like to help with the project and have a 
practical skill, such as glazing, painting, or just good 
DIY experience please contact me at:
craigscott194@btinternet.com

Craig Scott

E-Newsletter
From the next edition onwards, we’ll be sending out 
electronic versions of the newsletter, as well as the 
usual hard copies delivered to your door! If you’d like 
to be added to the emailing list please contact us at 
mandmcg@hotmail.co.uk. If you feel strongly that 
you’d prefer to receive an e-newsletter instead of a 
hard copy then please do let us know and we will 
remove your address from our delivery list.

Annie Turnbull

Charity Concert in September
On Saturday 28 September  at 7.30pm, there will 
be a Hope for Tanzania Charity Fundraising Concert 
with the Duffield Singers, at Ecclesbourne School, 
Duffield.  Tickets are £10 each, including light 
refreshments, and are available from 
www.duffieldsingers.com, Duffield News or on the 
door.  Visit www.hopefortanzania.org for more 
information. 

Peter Zimmermann

More Funds Raised for Church’s 
Rewiring
On Saturday 8 June, Starving for Art gave 
an 
excellent concert in Milford Church 
to help raise money for the church’s 
essential rewiring work.  The concert 
was well attended and raised £770 
and a further donation of £1000 was 
received on the night, taking the total 
raised to date to £3000.  A total of 
£9000 is needed for the rewiring work.  
Many thanks to Gary Johnston and all 
the performers who gave their time and 
talents for free.  Gary is a Milford 
resident, a member of Starving for Art, and he 
suggested holding the concert in response to the 
urgent appeals for help to preserve this essential part 
of our village’s heritage. Starving for Art has been 
around for 13 years and has helped raise thousands 
of pounds for many good causes.

Ruth Baker
New Ideas 
We’re happy to remind you that you can always send 
us your suggestions as to what the Milford and 
Makeney Community Group could be focusing on. If 
you have an idea for a local event, a community 
concern, or a question about the villages, then 
please do get in touch with us (details at the bottom 
of the ‘Get Involved!’ article).

Annie Turnbull

Website Launch at the Social Club
On Wednesday July 10 at the Social Club, a Website 
Launch and Forum has been arranged. It will start at 
7.30pm. Do come and share your views. You will be 
very welcome.

Jeni Mobbs
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