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investigate whether the kiosk can be turned into a BT 
Wi-Fi hotspot.

Some interesting historical background to Milford’s 
K6 and some reasons for retaining it as a heritage 
feature: 

In 1935 George V celebrated his Silver Jubilee and 
the architect Sir Giles Gilbert Scott – architect of 
Battersea Power Station, Liverpool Cathedral, and 
Waterloo Bridge – was asked to design a new 
telephone kiosk to replace earlier ‘K’ types.  The 
design became ready the following year when King 
George was dead, but the K6, as it was officially 
known was still called the Jubilee Kiosk. The red 
kiosk has since become a world icon of ‘Britishness’, 
along with red pillar-boxes and London’s red 
Routemaster buses. Many people simply view with 
great affection the continuing presence of the old red 
boxes which have been in their lives for so 
long – cheekily proclaiming  their ‘cherry red’ 
presence throughout our urban and rural landscape.

Craig Scott

Renovation of Milford’s old Phone Box

Good progress has recently been made by the 
Milford and Makeney Group on restoring the phone 
kiosk under BT’s Adopt a Box Scheme. The ‘old 
red box’ has been wire-brushed, sanded down, 
primed and top coated inside and out.  Some badly 
scratched glass glazing panes have also been 
replaced with new safety glass and push/pull signs 
inserted adjacent to a new door handle.  All 
materials, including the paint type and colour is 
authentic, and exactly the same as that used by BT 
Payphone contractors.

Our thanks go to local volunteers and anonymous  
local donors who have made the work possible, as 
well as Derbyshire County Council and AVBC who 
funded the realignment of the railings to allow access 
for the work to go ahead.

Phase two, to convert the interior of the  kiosk to a 
public information point and possibly a bijou book 
swap location will take place later in the year.  The 
conversion of the kiosk to a information point will 
incorporate a local map, leaflets in a rack about 
different aspects of the village such as walks and 
places of interest, transport timetables, a general 
notice board, and specifics like our village website 
information and address, etc. We will also 

 Blooming Milford News
Blooming Milford have been busy over the last 
month, clearing the frontage of the Strutt Arms on 
the A6 of weeds and leaves, and replanting our herb 
planters in front of Milford Social Club. We’d like to 
take this opportunity to thank all those who bought 
plants from our plant stall at the May Fair, despite 
the inclement weather. The proceeds will continue to 
make Milford a better place, through the planting of 
bulbs, flowers, herbs and fruit trees. Special mention 
should go to the Maids of The Mill and the money 
they donated to us via their raffle at the ceilidh on the 
night of the May Fair – that paid for all planting you 
see at the Social Club and the replacement herbs.

We’ve replenished our herb planters both at the 
riverside and on The Triangle. There’s parsley, sage, 
thyme, mint, chives & oregano. If you go to the 
Triangle there’s plenty to pick that we have planted in 
the ground too – there’s tons of sage, plus 
fennel, rosemary and bay. A mass of rhubarb 
too – it’d be a shame for it to go to waste. In case 
you’re at a loss what to do with it, there are some 
recipes on the Blooming Milford section of the 
Milford website (www.milford-makeney.org/activ-
ity/blooming-milford/).

This year the residents of Millers Way are entering 
the “It’s your neighbourhood” section of the East 
Midlands in Bloom competition. We wish them the 
best of luck and hope this will spur the rest of the 
village on to enter next year.



Printed and produced by Milford & Makeney Community Group with assistance from Belper Town Council. Distributed to all 
households in both villages by an intrepid band of volunteers (thanks to all). DISCLAIMER: Opinions expressed hereïn are not 

necessarily those of MMCG, nor does the advertisment of a business/organisation/club hereïn constitute official endorsement by 
MMCG. © 2014 MMCG. Designed © 2014 by:

Finally, several gardens are entering the NGS “Yellow 
Book” to open next year. Three years ago 6 gardens 
opened in a Milford Open Gardens day which was 
very successful.  It would be great to do it again in 
2015. If anyone is interested in opening their garden 
in 2015, please contact David Moreton on 07778 
004374.

David Moreton

Latest News from Milford Primary 
School
 
There are lots of changes at Milford Primary School, 
both sad and exciting.  Sadly, at the end of the 
summer term we said goodbye to Simon Field, our 
headteacher.  Mr Field had been at Milford for four 
years and is now moving on to Cavendish Junior 
School in Derby.  Cavendish is a much larger city 
school which brings with it different challenges. As 
he left, Simon said “May I take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who has made my four years at 
Milford such a positive experience, including all the 
children, staff, parents, governors and members of 
the community.  This really is a special school, and 
I am sure it will go from strength to strength over the 
next few years.”  In September, we welcome  Ian 
Hamilton as acting headteacher for a term.  
Mr Hamilton is an experienced headteacher who 
recently retired, but who likes to keep his hand in.  
A permanent head teacher will be appointed during 
the autumn term, to start in January 2015. 
 
The exciting news is that pupil numbers at Milford 
have steadily increased and we can now have an 
additional class, to increase the school from three 
classes to four.  In September, we will welcome 
Elisha Derbyshire to Milford School as our new 
reception class teacher;  the three further classes will 
be  year 1/2,  3/4  and  5/6 .  We have also said a sad 
farewell to our Year 6 leavers and we wish them all 
the best in the future and we give a warm welcome to 
all our new reception children and their families.

Ruth Baker

Road Crossing Update (or not)
 
Unfortunately, we are still waiting for our request for a 
crossing by the Village Store to come up before 
Derbyshire County Council.  Our MP, Pauline Latham, 
has been tireless on our behalf, writing letters to 
speed up a (hopefully positive) decision.  We hope to 
have a decision soon!

Ruth Baker

Milford & Makeney Website Report
The village website continues to be well visited. May 
saw our highest number of visitors – 534 – who made 
702 visits and viewed 2289 pages – again, both 
record figures since the website began in January 
2013. Recent additions to the site include the 
following:

The Riverside Centre is now thriving with several • 
new businesses and the Centre is looking to pay 
for car park space if you are a resident who lives 
nearby.

We heard the sad news that the former post-• 
master at Milford, Eric Slinn, died recently. He is 
remembered with great affection.

Cathy, who lives right beside the Derwent, con-• 
tacted the website to report an otter sighting. If 
you spot any interesting wildlife, let us know. 

We started a World War I page with old photos • 
donated by Janet Asher whose great grandpar-
ents had all 9 of their sons serving in the Great 
War. Since posting that page, a former resident, 
Wendy, who now lives in Canada, has been in 
touch as she believes she could be related to 
Janet’s family. Watch this space!

We heard about two more new businesses in our • 
community, both very individual. Amazingly, both 
live on Well Lane. Firstly, there’s Steven Pilling 
who runs a model railway business from home 
that is almost unique in the world – his model rail-
way layouts come in a suitcase. Secondly, there 
is Natural Favours, run by Ruth Keeley – again 
from her home – who designs personalised wild-
flower seed packets for use as unique wedding 
favours, gifts or promotional items.

To contact the website, email webmaster@milford-
makeney.org

Ashley Franklin

Attempted Theft at War Memorial
Unfortunately there was recently an attempted theft 
of one of the plaques on the memorial. Luckily a 
resident found it and contacted Belper Town 
Council to let them know.  The remaining three 
plaques have been removed for safety and will be 
reïnstated when the memorial is cleaned in the next 
few weeks.

Jeni Mobbs


